Introduction
Patients with hepatoma may present in many ways. Jaundice, when it occurs, is usually mild but occasionally obstructive jaundice results from invasion of the extra-hepatic biliary system. In this paper, 3 such patients are described. (Sherlock, 1975 ) stresses that jaundice is both infrequent and mild. There have been sporadic reports of proved extra-hepatic biliary obstruction and rarely was the diagnosis made pre-operatively. In all, the obstruction was due to necrotic tissue (Ishikawa et al., 1973) , tumour (Elsner and Jauregui, 1972; Kuroyanagi et al., 1977; Afroudakis et al., 1978; Wind and Futterman, 1977) , or blood clot (Johns and Zimmerman, 1961; Brand et al., 1976) , which had gained entrance to and blocked the extra-hepatic ducts. A characteristic of hepatoma is its ability to undergo necrosis and degeneration. Should this occur next to a bile duct, fragments could become detached with a resultant blockage of the duct.
